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EXTENDABLE AND RETRACTABLE SHOULDER STRAP FOR GOLF BAGS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to golf equipment and, in particular, to an extendable and 
retractable shoulder strap for golf bags. 

When a golf bag has dual shoulder straps, such as disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 5,954,255 
to J. N. Beebe et al, the dual straps are intended to be used in a particular manner to carry the golf 
bag. In other words, although the dual straps may appear to be identical, one of the straps is 
specially designed for use on a person's right shoulder and the other strap is specially designed 
for use on a person's left shoulder. Also, the dual straps must be placed on a person's shoulders 
in a particular sequence for proper use. In a golf bag with dual straps such as disclosed in the 
Beebe et al patent, a problem exists because it is sometimes confusing for a person to determine 
which strap to place on the right shoulder and which strap to place on the left shoulder. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a golf bag having a generally tubular body attached at one 
end thereof to a top member and at the other end thereof to a bottom member. A shoulder strap 
has an upper end located near the top member and a lower end located intermediate the top and 
bottom members. A mechanism urges the shoulder strap into a retracted position and allows 
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movement of the shoulder strap from the retracted position to an extended position. In the 
preferred embodiment of the present invention, the mechanism comprises resilient means such as 
an elastic cord connected to the upper end of the shoulder strap. The upper end of the shoulder 
strap is returned to the same location adjacent the top member each time the shoulder strap is 
moved into its retracted position by the mechanism thereby making it easier for a person to locate 
the shoulder strap and utilize it to lift the golf bag with little or no bending over. The mechanism 
may also include an anchor connecting the elastic cord to the bottom member, and a ring 
connecting the elastic cord to an extension on the shoulder strap upper end. When the present 
invention is used on a golf bag with dual shoulder straps, it is intended that only one of the straps 
will be equipped with the above-described mechanism so that a person may easily distinguish the 
straps from each other and then determine which strap is for the right shoulder and which strap is 
for the left shoulder. This overcomes the problem mentioned above. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a golf bag embodying the preferred embodiment of an 
extendable and retractable shoulder strap; 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged sectional view of a mechanism for extending and retracting the 
shoulder strap when the shoulder strap is in an extended position; 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectional view of the mechanism shown in Fig. 2 when the shoulder 
strap is in a retracted position; and 

Figs. 4 and 5 are enlarged sectional views taken along lines 4-4 and 5-5, respectively, in 

Fig. 2. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring to Fig. 1, a golf bag 10 includes a generally tubular body 12 attached at one end 
thereof to a top member 14 which is open. The other end of the body 12 is attached to a bottom 
member 16 which is closed. Golf clubs may be inserted and removed through the top member 14 
in conventional manner. The golf bag 10 also includes a storage pocket 18 mounted along one 
side of the body 12. 

The top and bottom members 14, 16 are preferably formed of rigid material such as 
molded plastic while the body 12 is preferably formed of flexible material such as nylon fabric. 
U.S. Patent No. D454,249 to G. J. Schmidt, incorporated herein by reference, discloses a golf 
bag divider top that may be used as the top member 14, and U.S. Patent No. D372,362 to L. J. 
Bryant et al, also incorporated herein by reference, discloses a golf bag bottom assembly that 
may be used as the bottom member 16. 

A shoulder strap 20 has an upper end 22 located near the top member 14 and a lower end 
24 located intermediate the top and bottom members 14, 16. The shoulder strap 20 may be 
placed over a person's shoulder and utilized in conventional manner to carry the golf bag 10. If 
desired, the shoulder strap 20 may be preformed with a permanent curvature that matches a 
person's shoulder. The upper end 22 of the shoulder strap 20 is connected to a mechanism 26 
best shown in Figs. 2 and 3 which normally urges the shoulder strap 20 into a retracted position 
shown in broken lines in Fig. 1 and which allows movement of the shoulder strap 20 from that 
retracted position to an extended position shown in solid lines in Fig. 1 . The lower end 24 of the 
shoulder strap 20 is connected to the body 12 by conventional means such as sewing or riveting. 
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Referring to Figs. 2 and 3, the mechanism 26 includes resilient means such as an elastic 
cord 28 which passes through an anchor 30 that connects the elastic cord 28 to the bottom 
member 16. The anchor 30 is secured by stitching 32 to an outer wall 16a of the bottom member 
16. As best seen in Fig. 5, the anchor 30 consists of a pair of strips 34, 36 made of fabric such as 
nylon that have overlapping end portions 34a, 36a. These end portions 34a, 36a of strips 34, 36 
are releasably held together by utilizing releasable fastener means such as a conventional hook 
and loop fastener. Therefore, the anchor 30 is releasable so that the elastic cord 28 may be 
released from the anchor 30 and the mechanism 26 may be deactivated if desired. 

The elastic cord 28 is tied to a ring 38 that is located near the top member 14, as seen in 
Fig. 2, when the shoulder strap 20 is in its extended position. The ring 38 connects the elastic 
cord 28 to an extension 23 on the upper end 22 of the shoulder strap 20. The extension 23 
extends through the ring 38, as best seen in Fig. 4, and is anchored by stitching 40 to an outer 
wall 14a of the top member 14. The upper end extension 23 of the shoulder strap 20 passes 
through an opening 15 formed in the top member 14. When the shoulder strap 20 is in its 
retracted position, the ring 38 is moved downward (as seen in Fig. 3) toward the bottom member 
16 and the upper end 22 of the shoulder strap 20 contacts the top member 14. 

It will be understood that the shoulder strap 20 is normally urged into its retracted 
position shown in broken lines in Fig. 1 by the mechanism 26. When a person utilizes the 
shoulder strap 20 to lift the golf bag 10, the shoulder strap 20 will be moved into its extended 
position shown in solid lines in Fig. 1. The movement of the shoulder strap 20 from its retracted 
position to its extended position is allowed by a stretching action of the elastic cord 28 as 
illustrated in Fig. 2. When the shoulder strap 20 is released, it is moved into its retracted position 
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by a retracting action of the elastic cord 28 as illustrated in Fig. 3. Each time the shoulder strap 
20 is moved into its retracted position by the mechanism 26, the upper end 22 thereof is returned 
to the same location where it is in contact with the top member 14 adjacent the opening 15. This 
limits the retracting action of the elastic cord 28 while making it easier for a person to locate the 
shoulder strap 20 and utilize it for lifting the golf bag 10 with little or no bending over. 

In a golf bag (not shown) which has dual shoulder straps instead of the single shoulder 
strap 20, only one of the dual straps will be equipped with the mechanism 26. This enables a 
person to easily distinguish the straps from each other and then determine which strap is for the 
right shoulder and which strap is for the left shoulder. 
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